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percentage of the population wore leather boots or shoes__

the total annual production prior to the War amounted to
about 20 million pairs. The Soviets planned at least one
pair a year for each citizen. That means at the moment 170
million pairs a year. The estimate for 1942 is 235 million
pairs, an increase over 1937 of 143 per cent.

It is sometimes said that a country's civilization is
measured by the soap its people use. The sale of soap in
the Soviet Union has increased many dozenfold since 1913.
In 1936 the rural population purchased eight times more
soap and perfumery than in 1928. Significant increases
are projected for the next Five-Year Plan.

Tobacco is in demand in Russia as in other lands. The
supply was short so long as tobacco was imported. Today
the Soviet Union produces its own tobacco, the collective
farms of Abkhazia grow leaf equal to the finest Turkish
brands, and Soviet cigars, an innovation, rapidly find
favour. Variety of brands is large and increases. Pro-
fessor Hanson remarked, as we stood in a tobacco shop in
the Crimea, whereas two years previously he had counted
a dozen varieties, today he observed a dozen times as many
in that one shop alone. In 1937 the Soviet factories turned
out 89,000 million cigarettes. The Soviet Union stands
second in the world amongst tobacco-producing lands.

(in)

Provision for an increase in the consumption of goods
from one and a half to two times is the task of the Third
Five-Year Plan. Provision is made for a parallel rise in
real wages to make increased consumption saleable.

During the Second Five-Year Plan the total consumption
by the people of the Soviet Union had increased more than
twofold, during which period prices fell and wages rose.

Certain years of that period, whilst emerging from the
dangerous days of agricultural crisis, saw many dramatic
rises.

Falling prices, rising wages, and increased social amenities